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Service
still makes
Rotary
turn

With its social media reaching
thousands every week, “This is not
your grandfather’s Rotary Club”
[ Page A13 ]
Linda Muth is turning the Rotary Club of Cincinnati into a social media-savvy, networking power club that appeals to women and men, young and old. THE ENQUIRER/TONY JONES

Contractor: Clifton grocery work will stop
Owner hires firm to gauge
‘higher-end’ chain interest
By Cindi Andrews
candrews@enquirer.com

Prospects for a new grocery in
Clifton’s Gaslight District are growing murky.
Work started in May on the roof of
the former Keller’s IGA on Ludlow
Avenue, but general contractor
Reece-Campbell said Tuesday the roof
is all it’s doing.
“Once completed we will be pulling

off the project,” Business Development Director Alan Forsythe said.
Steve Goessling, owner of Reading
IGA, bought the Clifton property with
promises to bring a grocery back to
the neighborhood. In an interview
Tuesday, Goessling insisted he’s “continuing to build out the building,”
while acknowledging he lacks all the
financing needed for the $4.1 million
renovation.
He contradicted Reece-Campbell’s
statement about wrapping up work,
saying: “We have not made that determination yet.”
Meanwhile, Goessling hired com-

mercial broker Cassidy Turley last
week to shop the property to “higherend” grocery operators. After one
company approached him about the
property, he said, he decided he
should fully explore the possibility of
leasing or even selling it to a grocery
chain before making a final decision
about its future.
Earlier this year, Goessling abruptly closed an IGA he owned in Georgetown, Ohio.
Ben Pantoja, president of Clifton
Town Meeting, said he’s glad realestate professionals are now involved.
“We definitely want a grocery

store whether it’s Steve Goessling or
he sells it,” he said. Hiring Cassidy
Turley “isn’t as good as ‘sale pending,’
but it’s better than waiting for people
to approach you. We hope that Cassidy
Turley accelerates deal-making so a
grocery store comes.”
A chain grocery would be OK with
residents, Pantoja said – particularly
if it’s along the lines of a Trader Joe’s,
Whole Foods or Dorothy Lane Market.
Goessling bought the former Keller’s in May 2011 for $850,000. The
former owners closed the longtime
business in January 2011 after falling
behind on their taxes. m
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‘Not your grandfather’s Rotary’
Local chapter embraces
change, social media

WHAT DOES
ROTARY DO?

By Val Prevish

The 34,000 Rotary chapters around
the world have raised more than $1.2
billion since 1988 to help end the
spread of the polio virus, and the
organization is widely credited with
helping to eradicate the disease.
Locally, the group of business, professional and community leaders has
supported charities for handicapped
and disadvantaged children since its
founding in 1910.
» Membership: More than 300,
about one-third women. Technically
membership is by invitation only, but
those interested are encouraged to
contact Rotary, and invitation details
can be arranged.
» Costs: Vary, available for corporate
and individual members, as well as
young professionals age 30-39.
» More details: Go to cincinnatirotary.org or call 513-421-1080.
» About the name: “Rotary” derives
from the club’s early days, when meetings rotated among businessmen’s
offices.

Enquirer contributor

When Linda Muth became executive director of the Rotary Club of
Cincinnati 18 months ago, the organization didn’t have a Facebook page.
Today, its page is one of the most
active of any Rotary in the country,
Muth says. Social media messages
reach more than 10,000 people every
week.
“We’ve made a lot of changes,”
Muth, 49, says. “This is not your
grandfather’s Rotary Club anymore.”
Formed more than 100 years ago as
an all-male business group, the Rotary has admitted women for 25
years. About one-third of the local
group’s 300 members today are women, and the club actively recruits
young professionals.
The one thing that hasn’t changed
is the Rotary’s commitment to service, especially helping handicapped
and disadvantaged children grow and
succeed.
More than 350 people attended the
Rotary’s recent Believe 2 Achieve
event that raised more than $91,000
for Camp Allyn in Batavia Township,
the Down Syndrome Association of
Greater Cincinnati and the Autism
Society of Greater Cincinnati.
“We have always been committed
to helping handicapped children and
that mission hasn’t changed,” Muth
says. “We are doing things every
month to meet that mission.”

Cincinnati’s Rotary Club raised more than $91,000 at a recent event. In attendance:
Levi Isaacs, from left, Becca Williams, Linda Muth and Caroline Muth. PROVIDED

The local Rotary is known as Club
17 – so named because it was the 17th
Rotary in the U.S. when three businessmen founded it in 1910. Since
1921, the Rotary has leased Camp
Allyn, which it owns, to Stepping
Stones Center for Handicapped.
The local Rotary also was instrumental in forming the Condon School,
originally a school for children with
disabilities and now a Cincinnati public school. More recently, the group
raised funds to build Everybody’s
Tree House in Mount Airy Forest, the
first universally accessible tree house
in Ohio.
Muth was named executive director in February 2012. Prior to joining
Rotary, she owned her own training
company, Muth Consulting, which

specialized in developing and delivering computer courses in Internet and
graphic design.
She also was a consultant with
software company Siebel Systems
and has more than 10 years of experience in the banking industry. She has
a bachelor’s degree in marketing
from the University of Cincinnati.
Rotary women, she says, are “extremely active.” The club recently
elected a female president, Susan
Wilkinson, and a female president of
the Rotary Foundation, Debora Caley.
Maria Ledwin, 33, a human resources director at HGC Construction
in Walnut Hills, says she joined the
group three years ago at the urging of
her boss.
“I had heard of it at the time, but I

In sign of airport’s stability,
Fitch Ratings upgrades bonds

frankly thought it was a group for
older men,” she says with a laugh. “I
did a little research, and I went to
some meetings. ... It was much more
than I thought it would be.”
Ledwin especially enjoys the
hands-on volunteer work. “No one’s in
it just for the networking,” she says.
“They are truly interested in helping
others.” m

Kroger, Macy’s ranked
among top US retailers
By Bowdeya Tweh
btweh@enquirer.com

By Jason Williams
jwilliams@enquirer.com

Fitch Ratings on Tuesday upgraded Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International
Airport’s outstanding revenue bonds to Aand said its outlook for the airport remains
stable.
A higher bond rating means lower costs
for future capital improvements and indicates increased confidence in the fiscal
soundness of the airport, said Roger Peterman, partner and bond counsel for Peck,
Shaffer & Williams in Covington.
CVG is planning $450 million in facility
upgrades over the next several years. Included is a $154.8 million rental car facility
adjacent to the main terminal. Construction
there is supposed to begin in 2018.
In raising the rating from BBB+, Fitch
said passenger traffic beginning and ending
at CVG has remained steady over the past
five years, between 2.1 million and 2.3 million
fliers annually. Delta Air Lines has significantly downsized its once-booming hub since
2005, but cuts have leveled somewhat this
year.
Still, Delta accounts for 69 percent of
passengers beginning and ending at the airport. And CVG “remains at risk amidst Delta’s continuing hub realignment process,”

Fitch said, because connecting
traffic is 89.2 percent below its
peak of 8.5 million enplanements.
Fitch also cited these factors in upgrading CVG’s bond
rating:
» The airport’s updated and
McGraw
modern infrastructure with
“ample capacity for expansion.” Last year,
CVG completed a $36.5 million renovation of
Concourse A, which houses all passenger
airlines except Delta.
» The arrival of low-cost carrier Frontier
Airlines in May. The Denver-based airline
became the first name-brand discount carrier to launch operations at CVG since the late
1990s.
» The ongoing expansion of DHL’s cargo
hub. DHL completed a $105 million expansion of its North American hub last month.
“The airport has a solid track record of
financial responsibility, a low, flexible debt
structure and an aggressive strategy for
income diversification,” said Candace
McGraw, CVG’s chief executive officer.
McGraw added that CVG is among the
fastest-growing cargo airports in the nation,
and that improving concession, parking and
car rental revenue all have helped improve
the airport’s financial profile. m

Two Cincinnati-based companies – Kroger Co. and Macy’s Inc. – remain entrenched among the nation’s largest
retailers.
The National Retail Federation’s Stores magazine lists
Kroger as the nation’s No. 2 retailer and Macy’s as No. 14
based on U.S. sales. Kroger held onto its No. 2 spot from a
year ago, counting 3,538 stores last year. Macy’s jumped
two spots on the list with 841 stores. m

TOP 15 U.S. RETAILERS
Rank
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Company
Wal-Mart
Kroger
Target
Costco
The Home Depot
Walgreen
CVS Caremark
Lowe’s
Safeway
McDonald’s
Amazon.com
Best Buy
Sears Holdings
Macy’s
Publix

*-2012 U.S. retail sales in billions

Headquarters
Bentonville, Ark.
Cincinnati
Minneapolis
Issaquah, Wash.
Atlanta
Deerfield, Ill.
Woonsocket, R.I.
Mooresville, N.C.
Pleasanton, Calif.
Oak Brook, Ill.
Seattle
Richfield, Minn.
Hoffman Estates, Ill.
Cincinnati
Lakeland, Fla.

Sales*
$328.7
$92.1
$71.9
$71.0
$66.0
$65.0
$63.6
$49.3
$37.5
$35.5
$34.4
$34.4
$30.7
$27.6
$27.4

Source: The National Retail Federation

