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The Greater Cincinnati-Dayton Region of the American Red Cross helps people prepare for and recover from disasters large and small. Rotarian Trish Smitson, the Region's CEO, leads a dedicated, mission-driven team of staff members and volunteers who are responsible for serving 3.4 million people who live in 27 counties in Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. Each year YOUR regional Red Cross responds to more than 1,000 disasters, including 2-3 house fires per day. It provides emergency messaging and other services to more than 2,200 military families, presents disaster education to 40,000 people, trains more than 39,000 people in First Aid, CPR/AED and water safety, and engages more than 400 youth in leadership training and service to the community. It also installs more than 8,000 free smoke alarms in homes around the region. The Red Cross could not do its work without the generosity of its donors as it is funded solely through donations from individuals, corporations, foundations and the United Way.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, April 13, 2017

ED NEYRA
Jaguar Land Rover Cincinnati
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On January 10, 1962, Ed Neyra didn’t much like Cincinnati. He had just gotten off a plane on a cold, snowy day under a trademark leaden, gray Ohio Valley winter sky.
It was a far cry from his hometown, the picturesque city of Cárdenas on Cuba’s north coast, near the resort hotel his family operated. Good thing, he thought, he would be here for only a few months. Neyra, his older sister and a cousin were among the more than 14,000 Cuban children sent in the early 1960s by their parents to the United States because of the political turmoil in the country. 
​Neyra, who turned 12 the day before he landed in Cincinnati, was taken in by a family that had stayed often at his family’s hotel. Those tumultuous early years focused his energy and taught him two key lessons that he has taken to heart through a very successful business career. 
The first was self-reliance. “If it’s going to be,” he says, “it’s up to me.” The other came from the calamitous miscalculation of Castro’s political savvy by the U.S. government and Cuban opposition leaders. “Never underestimate your competition.”

Neyra’s parents managed to emigrate, too, and he had to take on the role of cultural parent, helping acclimate them to U.S. life. It was also the year he began working at Cincinnati Pavement Sealing Co., which was owned by the father of a school friend. That man, Martin Byrnes Sr., became Neyra’s business mentor and gave him the first of the many opportunities. By 1971, he bought the company, eventually renaming it Neyra Paving.

The next opportunity came quickly. 
The Richard Lindner family wanted to sell its luxury auto dealerships, Jaguar Cincinnati and Land Rover Cincinnati. “They were looking at all their operations and focusing them,” Neyra says. They asked if he was interested, and he was.
 To read more of his story click HERE.
 

LOCATION: Hall of Mirrors 
MENU: Baby spinach, candied almonds, blueberries, & lemon herb vinaigrette; seared salmon with coconut rice, haricot verts, & szechuan vinaigrette; and lemon cake with berries.
ALTERNATE MENU: Tempura battered vegetables with coconut rice, haricot verts & szechuan vinaigrette OR April Salad -  Baby kale with roasted tomato, caramelized fennel, grilled chicken & balsamic vinaigrette.

Meetings This Week:
11:00 a.m. Jefferson Award Committee - Boardroom 4, Mezzanine Level
11:15 a.m. New Member Orientation - Salon E, 4th Floor
1:30 p.m. Board of Directors - Julep Room, 3rd FL

This Week's Birthdays:
April 11 - Michael Daly michael.daly@colliers.com
April 14 - Herschel York yorkmrpeepers@aol.com
April 16 - Jared Williams jmichaelwilliams2@gmail.com

2017 Member Anniversaries (with 5 year increments): 
APRIL
Greg Crowell - 25 Years!
Judie James - 25 Years!

Rotary Roadshow, May 4, 2017 ~ Belterra Park
Join us for a fun day of racing during Kentucky Derby Week at Belterra Park (ladies, be sure to break out your hats and fascinators)! Originally opened in 1925 as Coney Island Racetrack and later known as River Downs Racetrack, Belterra Park Gaming & Entertainment Center is now home to an exciting racing and gaming destination! The first 10 people who register will get to be in the winner's circle for The Rotary Club of Cincinnati Race. Chris Corrado, VP/General Manager of Belterra will be our speaker. A buffet lunch will be served - including spring salad with goat cheese, pecans, strawberries & honey vinaigrette, tomato & cucumber salad, bourbon marinated beef with a bourbon demi, honey baked ham with brown sugar glaze, mashed potatoes with chives, summer squash, mini pecan pies, red velvet cakes, and mint julep panna cotta. Reservations are required by Friday, April 28, 2017 and can be made by clicking HERE and returning the form to the Rotary Office. 

Festival of Dinners - Craft Cocktail Dinner Party!
The Run For the Roses Derby Day Party previously scheduled for May 6th had to be cancelled due to scheduling conflicts. However, a new Craft Cocktail Dinner Party has been planned at the home of Debbie Bowman on Saturday, June 3, 2017, from 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Join us at Debbie Bowman's beautiful home in Northern Kentucky for a night of fun/fresh beverages, a delicious home cooked dinner by Linda Muth, featuring pork tenderloin, her famous macaroni and cheese, Cuban slaw, black Russian cake, and much more! Featured liquid refreshments will include lemon meringue pie martinis, pineapple cosmopolitans made with pineapple-infused vodka, derby coolers, and a few other surprises. Hosted by Linda Muth, Debbie Bowman and Ken Saunders, only 30 seats are available at a cost of only $45.00 per seat! A sign-up sheet will be available at Rotary meetings, or you can contact the Rotary office at office@cincinnatirotary.org to be added to the list.

Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls
Donate new shoes for vulnerable children around the world. New shoes provide education - many schools around the world require children to wear shoes to attend, but for many poverty-stricken families, shoes are a luxury they cannot afford. Why new shoes? - They last longer, and as a gift to a child, they communicate volumes about what someone is worth. Simply put, we think the children we serve are worth it. Our greatest need is for new athletic shoes in sizes Youth 1 - Adult 9. Place a special photo or note inside the shoes for the child who receives them. Or you can just simply donate money by filling out this FORM.

Rotary Euchre - SAVE THE DATES!
Please join Rotarians, prospective members and friends at these upcoming euchre events! Tuesday, April 25th with be at the home of Vince Hartmann (3523 Jessup Rd - 45239) and Wednesday, May 24th will be at the home of Anthony Ricciardi (1917 Riverside Dr - 45202). For more information please contact Steve Drefahl at sdrefahl@fuse.net.

Believe 2 Achieve - FINAL DAYS for discount Table Sponsorship!
The 2017 Believe 2 Achieve event will be Saturday, June 24, 2017 at the Montgomery Inn Boathouse/Riverside Drive Outdoor Terrace from 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. The event will feature an open bar and an all-you-can-eat dinner by the bite featuring Montgomery Inn ribs, crab cakes, chicken drummets, vegetarian spring rolls, saratoga chips, desserts and much more!  Silent auctions will benefit Stepping Stones for Camp Allyn, Autism Society of Greater Cincinnati, and Down Syndrome Association of Greater Cincinnati. Our emcees for the evening will be Dave Lapham and Brad Johansen with special guest Ted Kremer! Individual tickets are a $125 donation per ticket. Table sponsorships are a $1,000 donation ($1,200 after April 15, 2017) and include 10 tickets to the event, recognition the evening of the event, company logo/name displayed on your reserved table, company logo/name listed in the program. Click HERE to fill out the sign-up form.

Believe 2 Achieve - Silent Auction Donation Items
As a reminder, the Believe 2 Achieve Silent Auction Committee needs your help to assure the success of our 6th annual fundraiser, scheduled for Saturday, June 24, 2017 at the Montgomery Inn Boathouse. We are asking you to donate items to help raise funds to support the good work done by Stepping Stones/Camp Allyn, the Autism Society of Greater Cincinnati and the Down Syndrome Association of Greater Cincinnati. What types of things are we looking for? Here are a few thoughts: 

· Tickets to sporting events like the Reds, Bengals, FC Cincinnati, the Cyclones, ATP, Xavier University, the University of Cincinnati or Ohio State University to name a few! Parking passes as an addition are also most welcome!
· Tickets to cultural events in our great city! This includes the Broadway Series, Playhouse in the Park, the CSO and Pops, the Cincinnati Ballet and Cincinnati Opera
· Bottles of top-shelf liquor or wine
· $100 gift cards/certificates to our city's many fine restaurants
· Other merchant gift cards
· Framed art
· Themed gift baskets
· Travel packages, spa services and hotel stays
Be creative with your items as we welcome all donations! This will help us reach our goal of $44,000 for the Silent Auction. Forms for your donations are available at the meeting check-in table or by clicking HERE. Please complete a form for each item donated. We need all items by May 19, 2017 to assure everything is ready for June 24th. If you have any questions, please contact Susan Wilkinson at susan.wilkinson@uc.edu. The Silent Auction Committee thanks you in advance!

Believe 2 Achieve - Skyline Chili Gift Cards - ALMOST THERE!
We have nearly reached our goal of $520 worth of Skyline Chili gift cards - or Skyline Chili For A Year, as a silent auction item from Club 17! Following our meeting on April 6th, we are at $495 worth of gift cards! We need only $25 to reach our goal of $520! Be the Rotarian to get us to our goal! Thanks to all for your help with these gift cards!

Rotary District 6670 Dayton Dragons  Rotary Club Day
Come out and have a great time with colleagues, friends and family taking in a Dayton Dragons game in our Group Seats! Rotary Club Day at Fifth Third Field will be Sunday, July 23, 2017, 2:00 p.m. as the Dayton Dragons take on the Burlington Bees. What's included? - game ticket for a stadium seat, Dayton Dragons hat, your group is announced over the PA system and displayed on their  video board, great entertainment and a chance to win Dragons merchandise through a private group raffle! The cost is only $15.00 per ticket and can be made by clicking HERE and sending the completed form & payment to - Mail: Dayton Dragons, Fifth Third Field, P.O. Box 2107, Dayton, OH 45401; Fax: 937-228-2284; or Email: dragons@daytondragons.com.  

Family of Rotary News
Click on this link to read more about your fellow Rotarians. If you have great events in your life to be included in Family of Rotary news, please send them to Bill Henrich (whenrich@cinci.rr.com). Click here for Family of Rotary News

 HYPERLINK "http://cincinnatirotary.us10.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=418f312e5aa29394fd767340f&id=458e3fb6a7&e=b9f605044e" .

What Happened Last Thursday
Each week Shirley Love prepares a summary of the program from the previous week. Click this link to view Thursday, April 6, 2017: Click here for What Happened Last Thursday

 HYPERLINK "http://cincinnatirotary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=418f312e5aa29394fd767340f&id=9071cf448e&e=b9f605044e" . Click HERE to view the photos. 

Coming up next week!
PROGRAM: Police Recognition
LOCATION: Hall of Mirrors 
MENU: Mixed greens, asparagus, radish, pine nuts & curry citrus vinaigrette; cavatappi pasta with sauteed shrimp, red pepper pesto, artichokes, olives, fresh basil & mozzarella; and chocolate chip shortbread with whipped cream.
ALTERNATE MENU: Cavatappi pasta with red pepper pesto, artichokes, olives, fresh basil & mozzarella OR April Salad -  Baby kale with roasted tomato, caramelized fennel, grilled chicken & balsamic vinaigrette.
 

Vision: A second century of engaged leaders making an impact on our club, community and the world.

Mission: Providing selfless service in the community and the world through involved and engaged members.



